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CHAPTER 17
RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE

17.01 Resignationgo whom made; whenfefctive. 17.16 Removals; definition; procedure; disqualification.

17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. 17.17  Notice of vacancies.

17.02  Notice of resignations. 17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in congress; how filled.
17.025 Temporary vacancies. 17.19  Vacancies, elective statefioes; how filled.

17.03  Vacancies, how caused. 17.20  Vacancies in appointive statdiogs; how filled; terms.

17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. 17.21  Vacancies in elective countyfices; how filled; term.

17.05  Governor may declare vacancies. 17.22  Vacancies in appointive countyfiogs; how filled.

17.06  Removal of state fiters; impeachment; address. 17.23
17.07  Removals; legislative and appointive statécefs. ’
17.08  Suspension of receiver of moneys.

17.09  Removal of elective county faders.

17.10 Removal of appointive countyfiders.

Vacancies in city dices; how filled.
17.24  Vacancies in village fites.

17.245 New city, village or town dice, filling.
17.25 Vacancies in town €ites; how filled.

17.11  Suspension of district attorney or shierif 17.26  Vacancies in school boards; how filled.

17.12  Removal and suspension of citfioérs. 17.27  Vacancies in other fifes; how filled.

17.13  Removalof village, town, town sanitary district, school district, technicall7-275 Records of applicants for elective positions.
collegeand family care district &iters. 17.28  When oficers may hold dfce.

17.14  Removal; assessors; boards of review; county boards; procedure. 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.

17.15 Removals; other fiters. 17.29  Effect of chapter

17.01 Resignations to whom made; when effective.  thereinindicated, then upon delivery of the written resignation.
Resignation®f public oficers shall be made as follows: If the governor or thetate superintendent of public instruction

(1) By the governar lieutenant governor or anpfficer Mmakesa provisional appointment under 57.20 (2)and the
appointecby the legislature, to the legislature, if in session; ethexPpointediles the required oath offate, the appointee qualifies
wise by the governor or lieutenant governtr the secretary of for office, unless the appointment is withdrawn or rejecteliv-

state,and by an dicer appointed by the legislature, to the geverery of a resignation shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with
nor. the officer to whom it is required to be addressed and delivered at

his or her public dfce or usual place of business,iforequired to
(2) By the secretary of state, treasyggtorney generastate " h ;
superintendenty a district attorney and tafi officers appointed P€addressed and delivered to a hdulyleaving a copy with the

by the governor alone or by the governor by and with the advitdlowing officer at his or hepublic ofice or usual place of busi
ness:

and consent of the senate, to the governor . . .
(3) By senators and members of the assentbline presiding (a) If required to be addressed and delivered tdetislature,

officers of their respective houses, who shall immediately tran&ith the presiding dicer of each house, or if required to be
mit the same to the governand to the governor during the recesgddresseand delivered to but orfeuse, to the presidingfiler

of the legislature. of that house. _

s (b) If required to be addressed and delivered to the county

(4) By the justices of the supreme court, court of appeat; ; - X
judgesand circuit judges, to the governor oard,city council or to the village, town or school board, to the
5) By a sherif, to thecounty clerk, who shall immediately clerk thereof, except the resignation of the c_ountgy, village, .
traslsmit?]/otice thereof to the qovernor town or school district clerk which shall be delivered to the ehair
heg ' o personof the county board, mayorillage president, townhair
(6) By a clerk of the circuit court, to the circuit judge. person,or president, as the case may be.

(7) By a county supervisprcounty clerk, county treasurer  (c) If required to be addressed and delivered to any other body

coroner register of deeds or county surveytorthe sherff who g the secretargr clerk thereof, if anyand if none, to any member
shallimmediatelytransmit a notice thereof, in case of a corongjf such body

or register of deeds, to the governor; and in case of a county SUP&liistory: 1977 c. 187418 427, 447, 449, 1983 a. 19%.303 (2) 1985 a. 135.

visor, county clerkcounty treasurer or surveyeo the chairper 83 (1); 1985 a. 2181989a. 311989 a. 56.258 1989 a. 3591993 a. 1841997 a.

sonof the county board; and after such notices the $kbafl file 298 o o . _

suchresignations with the county clerk. e nemresSromsets ) W 5"
(8) By the mayor or alderperson or council memdeat city 415 459 N.W2d 596(Ct. App. 1990).

however organized, to thecouncil; by other elective fifers

thereof,to the mayor; and by other cityfiokrs, to the dfcer or  17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. If a
body having power to appoint in their stead. municipaljudge is elected under&s5.01 (4) the judge shall sub

(9) By a town oficer, to the town board mit resignations to each applicabléia#r or boardunder s17.01
’ : History: 1985 a. 89
(10) By officers of a village, however ganized, to the village s 2

N

board. 17.02 Notice of resignations. Notice of resignations, in
(11) By a school district dicer, to the district board. additionto those provided for in 47.01, shall be given forthwith
(12) By all other oficers, to the dfcer or body having power asfollows:

to appoint in their stead. (1) SENATORSAND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. Of the resignation

(13) Resignationshall be made in writing, shall be addresseaf a United States senator or member of congress from this state,
anddelivered to the diter or body prescribed in this section andy the senator or member of congress to the secretary of state.
shalltake efect, in the casef an oficer who is not a school district  (3) MunicipaL Jupces. Of the resignation of municipal judges
officer and whose term of fafe continues by law until a successoin any city or village, however ganized, or in any town, the
is chosen and qualifies, upon the qualification of the successgity, village or town clerk, as the case may be, to the clerk of the
andin the case of otherfiders including school district fers, circuit court for the county
at the time indicated in the written resignation, or if no tisie  History: 1977 c. 3051991 a. 316
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17.025 Temporary vacancies. (1) ExisTENcE. Whenever tary of state not later than the next succeeding legal wor&ddy
the duly qualified incumbent of anfise enumerated in suf4) whenso filed shall rescind the previously filed certificate oftem
is found to be unable to perforafl of the functions of the i€e  poraryincapacity At such time the regularly elected incumbent
by incapacitation caused by illness or injury of any natuterre.  shall resume the fi€e.

poraryvacancy exists. (4) AFFECTED OFFICES AND HOW FILLED DURING DISABILITY.

(2) How conveNeD. (a) Voluntary petition. Whenever the Wheneverthe board has made a finding that a temporary vacancy
incumbentof an ofice enumerated isub.(4), or the incumberd’ existsin the following ofices, such dfce shall be filled for the
duly appointed guardian, files a written petition for a hearing {geriodof such temporary vacancy or the balance of the unexpired
determinethe incumbeng incapacitation with any member of theterm, whichever is the shorter period, as follows:
board requesting a hearing, the disabliipardshall be convened  (a) Governor. When the temporary vacancy exists in tHizef
within 5 days from the date of filing said petition. of governoy the duties of the governor shall automatically be

(b) Involuntary petition. Whenever a written petition duly assumedy the lieutenant governor as requirecabljcle \, see
signedby any 4 members of the disabilltpard is filed with the tion 7, of the constitution
board requesting a hearing to determineinbapacitation of the (5) | jeutenant governor. When theemporary vacancy exists
incumbent of an dite enumerated in supl), the board shall be j the ofice of lieutenant governor during the continuance of a
convenedwithin 5 days from the date of filing said petition. Th‘?/acancyin the ofice of governarthe duties of the e of gover
petitionshall be signed by at least one member of et polit  nor shall be assumed by the secretary of state as requieetidiy
ical parties represented on the board. V. section 8, of the constitution

(3) HeARING. (a) When held. Whenever the disability board
hasbeen convened it shall conduct a hearing to determine Wheq/‘géancyexists inthe ofice of secretary of state or in theiog of

atemporary vacancy exists. , statetreasurerthe duties of the @ite shall be assumetespee

(b) Proceedings. In the conduct of the hearing any member gfvely, by the first emayency interimsuccessor designated under
the board shall have the right to administer oaths, to sumandn s.166.08 (4)or, if no such designation has been made for the
compelattendance of witnessesd to sign and issue a subpoengespectiveoffice, then by a deputy appointed by the governor

The board shall keep a record of its proceedings and a phono(d) Attorn . ;
; . h ey general; state superintendent. When thgempo
graphictranscript shall be taken, made a dithe files and tran rary vacancy exists in thefie of attorney general or in thefick

scribedonly by order of the board. The files and records of thg 316 syperintendent of public instruction, the duties of the
boardin proceedings undehis section shall be kept in Iockedof.ﬁce shall be assumed, respectivédy the deputy under £5.04

files and shall not be open to inspection except upon specific p, ; : -
missionof the board. In angction or special proceeding in a cou O)ror, if such ofice is vacant, by a deputy appointed by the gover

of record, such files and records shall be meadglable by special "o . 1971 ¢. 405,93 1975 c. 3321977 c. 1965, 131: 1977 c. 4491979 c.
orderof such court. 361s.113 1983 a. 1921991 a. 3161995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27
(c) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of 6 membef&Eindings
shallbe efective only by a secretfaimative voteof 6 members 17.03 Vacancies, how caused. Except as otherwise pro
of the disability board.Said findings shall be final without right vided, a public ofice is vacant when:
of appeal, except that after a finding of disability or inability to act, (1) The incumbent dies.
the affected incumbent may appeal such finding pursuant to ch. ; ;
227. The appeal shalie limited to the board record. The finding (2) "¢ Incumbent resigns.
of disability or inability to act shall remain infe€t during thepen

C) Secretary of state; state treasurer. When the temporary

(3) The incumbent is removed.

dencyof such appeal. (4) The incumbent ceases to be a resident of:
(d) Findings. After a hearing by the disability board and afind (&) This state; or
ing of disability or inability to act halseen filed, a written certi (b) If the ofice is legislative, the district from which elected,;

cateof temporaryincapacity signed and authorized by the boarar

membersshall be filed in the dite of the secretary of state not  (bm) If the ofice is a district attorneythe prosecutorial unit
later than the next succeeding legal workday and when so filg8m which elected; or

shall create a temporary vacancy in sudectd electedffice. () If theoffice is local and elective, the countity, village,

In the event of a finding of no disabilityy failure to secure 6 o district or area from which elected, except as provided in ss.
affirmative votes in support of the petition, the board shall dlsml%%.so(@ 119.08 (1) (c)and120.05 (1) (d)or

the petition.

(e) Rehearing. The disability boarghall conduct rehearings
in accordance witipars.(b) and(c). A rehearing before the dis
ability board to reconsider an existing finding of temporiacg S . .
pacitationshall be heldvhen petitioned as provided in syB), (4m) In the case of a school districtiiog, the incumbent is
butno such rehearing shall be heldless 3 months have elapse@Psentrom the district for a period exceeding 60 days.
from the date ofhe conclusion of the original hearing or the most (5) Whetheror not sentenced to imprisonment, the incumbent
recentrehearing. When the existing finding of disabilitymabil  is convicted and sentenced by a state or federal court for treason,
ity to act was made pursuant to a voluntary petition unde¢2ub.felony or other crime of whatsoever nature punishablavipyis-

(a) and more than 3 months have elapsed sincefsutihg, such onmentin any jail or prison for one year or morefarany ofense
affectedincumbent mayile a declaration of fitness. Upon the fil involving a violation of the incumberstoficial oath. A vacancy
ing of such declaration the board may reconveneadhof any So created is not &cted by astay of execution of judgment.
memberand conduct a rehearing to determine such incunsberfReversabf the judgment, but not a pardon, immediatelstores
ability to serve. Failure to reconvene the board within 15 dafgincumbent to dice if the term has not expired and entitles
from the date of filing of suckeclaration shall result in voiding incumbentto the emoluments of thefiok for the time théncum
thefinding of disability or inability to act, and restore the incumbentwould have served in thefife but for the judgment.

bentto office. (6) A competentribunal voids the election or appointment; or

(f) Removal of disability. After a board rehearing and a findingadjudgesthe incumbent to be incapabté understanding the
of a removal of the disability and, therefoe ability to act, a objectiveof the elective processy places the incumbent under
written certificate of such finding shall be signed andhorized guardianshipor under limited guardianship unless the court finds
by the boardnembers and shall be filed in théice# of the secre thatthe incumbent is competent to exercise the right to vote.

(d) If the ofice is local and appointiveind residency is a local
requirementthe countycity, village, town, district or areaithin
which the duties of the €ite are required to be disclyad.
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(7) A person elected or appointed or reelected or reappointadtthe judge is not physically or mentally qualifiedetxercise
to any ofice neglects or refuses to take and file tHeciafl oath  thejudicial functions of the judgs’ofice. A copy of the address
or to execute or renew thefiafal bond if required, or to file the containingthe chages against the judge shall be served uhen
oath or bond as prescribed by law judge. The judge shall hawbe opportunity of being heard to pres
(8) Theincumbent neglects or refuses to execute and file 8At @ defense against the ¢fes. The judge may be removed from
additionalbond, when lawfully required, as prescribed by. law Office by address of both houses of the legislature if two-thirds of

(9) A person elected or appointed to fill a vacancy or for a fififl members elected to each house concur therein.
term declines the dice in writing or dies before qualifyingr (3) A district attorney may be removed by the goverfar
declinesin writing or dies before the time when, by Jalae person Cause.
should enter upon the duties of thefioé to which elected or  History: 1971 c. 1421983 a. 1921989 a. 311991 a. 316

appointed. . . . . 17.07 Removals; legislative and appointive state offi -
(10) If the ofice is elective, the incumbestterm expires, cers, Removalsrom ofiice of legislative and appointive state
exceptfor the ofice of sherif, coroney register of deeds alistrict  qfficers may be made as follows:

attorney. : . .
L. . 1) Officerselected by either house of the legislature, by the
(11) If the ofice is a school board seat, the first annual SChOﬁbL(Js)ethat elected them,yat pleasure. g y

meetingof a school districtails to elect school board members for (2) Stateofficers appointed by the legislature, by that bady

thedistrict. 4 ?
leasurepr by the governor during the recess of the legislature,
(12) Theoffices are established upon the creation by the~leg|zl%r causex.) yhed 9 9

latureof a new county and a new town. _(3) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
(13) Any other event occurs which is declared by any speciglentof the governor for a fixed term by and with the advice and

provisionof law to create a vacancy consentof the senate, or serving in arficé that is filled by

History: 1971 c. 1541971 c. 304.29 (1) 1979 c. 2491983 a. 4841985 a. 304 i ; ;
312 337 1987 a. 3911989 a. 31241 appointmenbf any other dfcer or body for dixed term subject

Cross-references:See 59.20 (L)for county supervisor residency requirement{0 the concurrence of the governby the governor at any time,
See s. 196.675 for vacancies ificef where district attorneyity attorneyassist for cause.

antcity attorney or judicial dicer is employed by a common carrier (Sm) Notwithstandinasub (3) the parole commission chair

City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacapeyvisions. VElInitz v. Wauwatosa Bub-(5), P
Fire/Police 151 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). personmay be removed by the governat pleasure.

Thefelony conviction and sentencing of a state senator creates a vacancy in thg4) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoirt
Oﬁ.'ucfff;ﬁl%%tya(?cycﬁg'ﬁﬂdiyr?uebs(eﬁaﬁeﬁi é‘fﬁ;‘z izsiiidence omains the sameMENE Of the governor with the advice and consent of the senate to
butthe district boundaries have chang@é. Atty. Gen. 10 serveat the pleasure of the governor serving in an dite that

is filled by appointment of any otherfifer or bodyfor an indefi

17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. (1) If an elected or nhiteterm subject to the concurrencetioé governarby the gover
appointedofficial or employee of any cityillage, town or school norat any time.
district however oganized shall enter the armed forcesthaf (5) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
United States and shall remove himself or herself temporantyentof the governor alone for a fixed or indefinite term osup
from the municipality or districtor which that person is anfiser  ply a vacancy in any fife, elective oappointive, except justices
or employee such temporary removal shall constitute a temporafjthe supreme court and judges and the adjgtanéral, by the
vacancyin such dfice or position. governorat pleasure; the adjutant general, by the goveahany
(3) Temporaryvacancies shall be filled as other vacancies afiéne, for cause or for withdrawal of federal recognition of his or
filled, except that no election need be held to fill any pattera  hercommission unde#2 USC 323and all oficers appointed by
porary vacancy The term of the person appointed temporarilfhe governor during the reces$ the legislature whose appoint
shallnot extend beyond the expiration of the term of tfieeafor Mentsare required to be later confirmed by the senate bkall
employeewho entered federal service. In the event the origind@emedo be appointed by the governor alone untitsofirmed.
officer or employee completes the federal service and returns tg6) Other state diicers serving in an fite that is filled by
the district or municipality during his or her original term dficé, appointmenbf any oficer or body without the concurrence of the
the officer or employee may file with the clerk of the district ogovernor,by the oficer or body having the authority to make
municipality, within 40 days of completing the federal service, appointmentsto that ofice, at pleasure, except thatfioérs
statemenunder oath that the federal servitas terminated and appointedaccording to merit and fitness under and subject to ch.
thatthe oficer or employee elects to resume tHicefor position. 230 or officers whose removal is governed by 280 may be
Uponthe filing of the statement the termtb& temporary diter removedonly in conformity with that chapter
or employee shall cease, and the returnirigaf or employee History: 1971 c. 21; 1977 c. 1965.131; 1979 c. 2211987 a. 631989 a. 121

. : : 1991 a. 321995 a. 27
shallbe entitled to resume the duties of thiscef A secretaryappointed by the governor could be removed only by the goyernor

History: 1991 a. 3161993 a. 246 eventhough the general appointment statute had been amended to provide that the
secretanshouldbe appointed by a board to serve at its pleasure. MoBesnd of

17.05 Governor may declare vacancies. The governor VeéeranSAIffairsb 80 V\:wstd 4;1, 259 N.w2d 10;@ § " |
- H ouncilmembers had authority to remove cutive director of the council.

may declare vacant thefade of anystate diicer required by law Jerienv: Metro. Miwaukee Crim. Justice Councl§5 F: Supp. 19741978).

to execute arofficial bond whenever a judgment is obtaine

againstsuch oficer for a breach of the conditions of such bond37.08 Suspension of receiver of moneys. (1) Thegow

] ) ernormay summarily suspend fromfick any appointive state

17.06 Removal of state officers; impeachment; officer who collects, receives or handles pubtioneys, if it
address_,. (1)_Any civil officer of this state may _be remOVGdappeargo the governor by reason of action, proceedidgages
from office by impeachment for corrupt conduct irficg, or for  or credible information that the fider has inany particular wil
crimesand misdemeanors as providediticle VI, section 1, of fylly neglected thefficer’s duty in connection with public men
the constitution and any supremeourt justice or circuit court eys. The suspension shall continue until the final determination
judgemay also be removed fronfioE by address of both housesof the action or proceedings or of the investigation of thegelsar
Of_th(? Ieglslature as prowdedamtlcle VII, section 13, of theon or information, orpending any proceedings to remove tHeef
stitution from office as provided by law for neglect of duand a compe

(2) In this section, “address” means a procedure for removeht person shall be appointed, in the manaad by the
of a judge from dfce based on a document entitled “Addressappointingpower prescribed for filling vacanciasthe afected
which specifies chayes againsa judge alleging misconduct or office, to dischage the duties of the fa€er during the dfcer’s
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suspension.If it is determined in the action or proceedings or is (7) GENERAL EXCEPTION. Countyofficers appointed accord
found upon investigation that thefifer has not in any particular ing to merit and fithess under and subject to a civil servicedaw
wilfully neglected the &iter’s duty in connection witlpublic whoseremoval is governed by such a |aall be removed only
moneys,and that fact is certified to the secretary of state by thastherein provided.
judge, governor or other fiter who conductedhe action, pro History: 1977 c. 3541983 a. 1921985 a. 291995 a. 77
ceedingsnr investigation the suspendeﬂaﬂr unless the @iter In a county that does not have a county executive or administfeqrersonnel

. P committeeof the county board does not possess the statutory authority to remove the
has been removed frorrjflcé.for any cause prqwded b}/ lashall  countysocial services directorThe county board may not, under s. 59.025, 1993
therebybe restored to 6i€e, if the term for which the 6€er was stats.[now 59.03 (1)], transfer the authority to appoit Atty. Gen. 145
electedor appointed has not expired, and shall thetedgome ] o )
entitledto the emoluments of thefioe for all of the time the ¢~ 17.11  Suspension of district attorney or sheriff. (1) If

cerwould have served therein had théoef not been suspendedany district attorney or shefiis arrested for or chged with any
asherein provided. offenseagainst the lawesf this state, or if the governor is credibly

: L : ; : iformed that any district attorney or shéri guilty of an
(2) Thissectionin no manner impairs or restricts the power g}'fenseagainst thg laws of this statt)a/ or th ameec?ingsyare pe{): d
thf?governor (.)é Oéht?r ;hber or body to remove any fuer from ing before any court or téer invoI’ving any criminal chae
oflice as provided by faw againstany district attorney or shefrior that any district attorney
History: 1991 a. 316 2 S
or sherif wilfully neglects or refuseto perform that district atter
17.09 Removal of elective county officers. Elective ney’sor sherif’s duties, the governor shall in the case of a felony
coimtyofficers may be removed fromfitfe as fO||C.)WS' andmay in the casef a misdemeanor suspend the district attorney
1 G _ . _ ' Th or sherif from office until the chage shall be investigated and
(1) COUNTY CLERK; TREASURER;SURVEYOR; SUPERVISOR. The ' fina |1y determined. The governor shall, in the case otiisteict
countyclerk, countytreasurer or surveyaor a county SUPEIVisor 4tiormey,appoint the attornegeneral or one of the attorney gener
by the county board, for cause, ayote of two-thirds of all the 515 assistants or some competent attorney of the state, and the

supervisors entitled to seats on such board. o governorshall, in the case of theherif, appoint a suitable person,
(2) CLErk OFCIRCUITCOURT. The clerk of the circuit court, by to dischage the duties of thefatted ofice during thesuspension.
the judge or a majority of judges the circuit court for the clek’ 2y (a) The state shall pay an attorney temporarily appointed
county,for cause. undersub.(1) for his or her services and expensean amount
(5) OTHERELECTIVE COUNTY OFFICERS. The sherff coroner or  determinedand fixed by the governor
registerof deeds, by the governdor cause. (b) The county in which a persds temporarily appointed
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 321989 a. 31 sheriff under sub(1) shall pay the appointed shéfisr his orher

Removalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by ; : : )
board. An ordinance making a violatidpso facto cause for removampermissibly @8rV|cesn an amount determined and fixed by the governor and

circumventsthat procedure. 66 Attyen. 148. certified by the governor to the county clerk of the county
(3) Any attorney so temporarily appointed shall have all the

17.10 Removal of appointive county officers.  powerand dischage all the duties of the district attorney ahait
(1) APPOINTEDBY GOVERNOR. County oficers appointed by the attorneyshall speedily bring ta hearing and determination any
governor may be removed by the governor for cause. chargesnade against thdistrict attorney so suspended. Any-per

(2) APPOINTEDBY COUNTY BOARD. County oficers appointed SOnso temporarily appointed as sheshall have all thgpower
by the county board may be removed by the county board ®ftddischage all the duties of shefif
cause.All removals may be made by affimhative vote of two— (4) If itis determined in the action or proceedingsofound
thirds of the supervisors entitled to seats on the county board.uponthe investigation that a district attorney or slietispended

(3) APPOINTEDBY CHAIRPERSONOF COUNTY BOARD. County underthis section is not guilty of.anfehse, orhas not wilfully
officers appointed by the chairperson of the county board may Beglectecor refused to perform his or her duties, asgbdythat
removedby the chairperson for cause, excaptmbers of the factshall be certified by the governor to the department of admin
county civil service commission who may be removed by thistrationif a district attorney isnvolved or to the county clerk of
countyboard for cause under si3). A county commissioneaf the sher!f's county if a sherﬁﬁs involved. Upon the certification,
electionsso removed may appeal to the county board within 1B district attorney or shefishall be:
daysafter removal; the county board shall conduct a hearing in the(2) Entitled to the emoluments of thdicg for the time he or
mannerdetermined by it and shall determine the question 8hewould have served in thefise had he or she not been sus
removal. pendedunder this section; and

(4) APPOINTED BY THE CIRCUIT JUDGE. County oficers (b) Restored to dite if the term for which he or she was

appointedby a judge or judges of tiércuit court may be removed €lectedor appointed has not expired.
at pleasure by the judge or a majority of the judges authotized (5) This section in no mannerfatts provisions of lawelat
appointthe oficers’ successors. ing to the removal from dite of the district attorney or shdftif

(5) APPOINTED BY THE COUNTY JUDGE. County oficers  History: 1989 a. 311991 a. 316
appointecdby the county judgenay be removed at pleasure by th
circuit judge or a majority of the circuit judges authorized t?w

appointthe oficers’ successors. i - : .
. public officials, asdefined in s62.51 (1) (b) operating under the
(6) OthERs. (@) Except as provided under pi@), all other  generallaw or under special charter including schodicefs,
appointivecounty oficers may be removed at pleasure bydffie may be removed as follows:

ceror body that appointed them. Removals by a bother than . . . .
‘o a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in$.10,
the county board, consisting of 3 or more members may be maodr y the common council, for cause.

by an afirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members thereof. (©) Appointive. Appointive officers, by whomsoever
(b) The following appointiveounty oficers may be removed appointed.by the common council, for c’ause, exceftcefs

for causg °“'¥{ . . . appointedby the council who may be removed by that hady
1. Disposition stéfand intake workers appointed to provideyjeasure.Officers appointed by anyther oficer or body without

7.12 Removal and suspension of city officers.
1) GENERAL AND SPECIAL CHARTER. Officers of cities, except

servicesunder chs48 and938 confirmationor concurrence bthe council, by the &iter or body
2. Any person appointed to administer services under that appointed them, at pleasure. The council may conduct-a hear
46.22 46.23 51.420r51.437 ing thereon bya committee which committee shall proceed in
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suchmanner as malge determined by it and make full report to (a) Wilful or intentional assessment of property at other than
the council, which shall determine the questigron such appeal. its true cash value with thatent to subject such property to more
(d) Votesrequired. Removals byhe common council may be or less than its lawful share of taxes.
madeonly by an dirmative vote of three—fourths of all the mem  (b) Wilful or intentional omission of taxable property from the
bersthereof,and by any other body consisting of 3 or more memassessmenll with intentto permit the same to escape taxation.
bers,by an afirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members  (c) Wilful or intentional assessment of the property of one per
thereof. sonat a lower value than the property of anotiresthers whereby
(2) Commission Form. Officers of citiesoperating under the favoritism or discrimination between taxpayers in the district is
commission form of government may be removed as follows: shown.
(a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in$.10 (d) Solicitation or receipt of any favaeward, money aother
(c) Appointive.  Appointive officers, by whomsoever thing of value of offrom the owner of any taxable property in the
appointedy the council, at pleasure, by a majority vote; afid of assessor'assessment district for the assessment or valuation of
cersappointed by any fiter or body other than the council maypropertyat other than its true cash value.
alsobe removed from dite by the dficer or body that appointed  (e) Solicitation or demand by any assessoamy owner of
them,at pleasure, by vote as provided in gab.(d). propertyliable to assessment in the asséssassessment district
(3) SusPEeNsioN. The mayor of any city may summarily susto aid, assist or p.romothe bus!ness or intgrests of such assessor
pendfrom office any oficer thereof whose removal is sought an®y means of which and by virtue of thefioé of assessor the
againstwhom chages have been preferred thergfand may assessoshall gain or receivpecuniary profit or advantage that
appointan oficer to dischage the duties of suchfife until such theassessor could not otherwise have gained or received.
chargeshave been disposed of. If such ¢egrare dismissed, the (f) Any violation of law in the valuation @ssessment of prop
officer so suspended shall thereby be restored fioceoAndbe erty in the assessa assessment district.
entitledto the emoluments of thefiok for all of the time the &f (g) Failure to use the “Wconsin Property Assessment
cerwould have served therein had thticef not been suspended.Manual” provided under €£3.03 (2a)and as requirebly s.70.32
(4) GeENERALEXCEPTION. But no oficer of any city appointed (1) and70.34 The certification of any assessor removed under
accordingto merit and fitness under and subject to a civil servitkis paragraph may fauficient reason be reinstated by the secre
or to a police and fire commissitaw, or whose removal is gev tary of revenue after one year upon formal application for-rein
ernedby such a laywshall be removed otherwise than as therestatement.
provided. (h) Failure or refusal to deny claims for exemption detoni

History: 1987 a. 3821991 a. 3161999 a. 156.672 _ nateexemptions pursuant to direction of #ecretary of revenue
City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacapegvisions. \lInitz v. Wauwatosa unders.73.03 (45)

Fire/Police, 151 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989).
(2) MEMBERSOFBOARDSOF REVIEW AND COUNTY BOARD. Any
17.13 Removal of village, town, town sanitary district, supervisor,alderperson, trustee or othefficdr who acts as a
school district, technical college and  family care district memberof a board of review or of the county board of supervisors,
officers.  Officers of towns, town sanitary districts, villagesfor one or more of the following causes:
schooldistricts, technical collegéistricts and family care dis (a) Wilful or intentional valuation or equalization of property
tricts may be removed as follows: of persons or towns, cities or villages at other tntrue cash
(1) ApPPOINTIVEOFFICERS. Except as provided in 60.30 (1e) valuethereof, with the intent to subject the property of persons or
(c) and(f), any appointive village, towripwn sanitary district, of towns, cities or villages to more or less than their lawful share
schooldistrict and technical college districfiokr, by the oficer  of taxes.
or body that appointed him or het pleasure. Removal of any (p) Aiding, abetting or assisting in any understanding,-com
suchofficer by a body shall be by a majority vote of all the meminationor conspiracy to value or equalize the property in towns,
bersthereof. citiesor villages in a county at other than the true cash value, with
(2) ELecTIVE VILLAGE OFFICERS. Any elective villageofficer intentto subject the property in one or more towns, cities er vil
by a majority vote of all the membes$the village board, becauselagesto more or less than its lawful share of taxes for state or
of continued physical inability to perform the duties dfcafor countypurposes or both.
grossneglect of duty (c) Any violation of law in the valuation or equalization of
(3) ALL oFricers. Any village, town, town sanitary district, propertyin towns, cities or villages or in the discharof oficial
school district or technical college district fafer, electiveor duties.
appointive,including those embraced within suis). and(2), by (3) Procebure. Removals under this section may be made by
the judge of the circuitourt of the circuit wherein the village, the circuit judge, by order specifying the cause theraafpy of
town, town sanitary districchool district or technical college which order shall be certified by tharcuit judge to the proper
districtis situated, for cause. town, village or city clerk. The removal shall be made only upon
(4) APPOINTIVE OFFICERSOF A FAMILY CARE DISTRICT. Any aduly verified petition signed by a resident of the county setting
memberof a family care district board appointedder s46.2895 forth fully the chages preferred against thefioér. The district
(3) (a) 1, by the appointing authority for cause. attorneyof the county upon complaishowing cause therefor
A 9History: 1971¢. 1541977 c. 4491983 a. 5371993 a. 3991995 2. 342251999 shallprepare the petition and have the petition duly verified by the
If a statute provides that a publificér, including VTAE (technical college) board complainant. The judge, upon the p_resentatlon of the petition,
members, serves at pleasureibappointed for a term, thefiger may be summarily Shalllby an order to show cause, which shall be served upon the
dismisseduring the term. 62 AtyGen. 97. officer personally at least 10 days prior to the hearing, fix a time

A town board was restrained from disdjiag its police chief until the issue of gnd place for hearing the matters alleged in the petition The testi
impermissible consideration of the chepolitical activities was resolved. Kuhl ’

mannv. Bloomfield Tp.521 F Supp. 12471981). mony shall be taken and the proceedings conducted under such
reasonableegulations athe judge prescribes. The district attor
17.14 Removal; assessors; boards of review; county ney shall attend the hearing and conduct the proceedings on behalf

boards; procedure. Any assessor and any member of a boanf the petitioner The removal of the i€er shall disqualify the
of review or of a county board of supervisorsadtlition to being officer from holding the dfce for 3 years from the date of the
removableas otherwise provided, may be removed by the circaitderof removal.

courtfor the county of the assessor or memhsrfollows: (4) CosTs Ifthe court, after a hearing on the merits, dismisses
(1) Assessors.Any assessor for one or more of the followinghe petitionand further finds the complaint was wilful and mali
causes: ciousand without probable cause, the court shall order judgment
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in favor of the diicer and against the petitioner for $adflorney notless than 5 of its members, to conduct the hearing, make inves
feesand for the costs and fees of witnesses aficko$ incurred tigationand report the testimony and proceedings to it. The com
on behalf of the dfcer. The judgment shall be signed by the clerknissioneror committee shall have the same power autthority

of circuit court and entered the judgment and lien docket. Anasthe governoor the council, as the case may be, in the conduct
executionmay be issued against the property of the petitioner @i the hearing on and investigation of the geat

the same mode as upon a judgment entered in the circuit court iq4) The removingpower maybefore acting upon any clyas

civil actions founded in tort. Upon the return of the executi eferredagainst any dicer, require the person preferring the
unsatisfiedn whole or in part, aexecution against the person o(gg eto execute and deliver to such power a bond in the sum of
the petitioner may_be |ssu_ed in the manner and \_Nlth the force @TT)OOWith one or more sureties to be approved by such power
effectof an execution against the person as provided L8501  ¢ongitionedfor the payment of all costs and expenses actually

#fturred by the state, county or other unitwdfich the person

incurredin procuring witnesses and other needed _actual_expenae,grgedS an oficer and by the removing power in the hearing and
be paid out of the treasury of the county in which thiicef investigationof such chages.

residesupon certificates of the clerk of circuit court. . . .

History: 1973 c. 99Sup. Ct. Orde7 Wis. 2d 585773 (1975)1975 c. 2181977 (5) Theremoving powerand in case such power consists of
c. 418 449 1991 a. 39316 1993 a. 184224, morethanone person, each such person is authorized to adminis

ter oaths and téssue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses

17.15 Removals; other officers. (1) JoINT COUNTY INSTI-  andthe production of evidence, and may make and enforce such
TuTIONS. Any member othe governing body of any joint countyordersand rules as are necess@rproperly conduct such hearing
school,hospital, sanatorium, asylum or other joint county instittand may appoint and fix the compensation of a stenographer to
tion, appointed by the county board of any countyay be taketestimony thereat.
removedby said county board, for cause; and any otHevesfof 7) (a) No person mav be excused from testifving or faym
any such institution may be removed by thécefr or body that duc(:irzgse\zidenge on the hyearing for the reason tf%/at%he tglstimony
appointedthe oficer, for cause. documentaryor otherwise, required of him or hevay tend to

(3) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHED COMMISSION. ANy  incriminatehim or her but no person so testifying may pe@se
commissionenf the Dane County lakes and watershed commigytedfor or on account of testifying or producing any documen

sionappointed under 83.44 (1) (c}o(g) may be removed by the tary evidence, except for perjury committed in giving the testi
appointingauthority for cause. mony.

(3m) SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN FOX RIVER COMMISSION. (b) Theimmunity provided under paa) is subject to the
Any commissioner othe Southeastern ¥¢onsin Fox River actrictionsunder s972.085
commissionappointed under s33.55 (2) (b)or (c) may be
removedby the appointing authority for cause.

(4) FOx-WINNEBAGO REGIONAL MANAGEMENT COMMISSION.
Any member of the Fox-nebago regional management com
missionappointed under 80.94 (3) (a)ymay be removed by the
appointing authority for cause.

(5) FamiLY careDISTRICT. Any member of a family carmdis-

, . . of state.
trict governing board appointed unde#6.2895 (3) (a2. may be . )
relmgvgdbyltﬁqe appoinE[)iggl authgrity for cause(. ) (a.may (b) Inthe case of otherfafers, in the dice of the clerk of the

History: 1989 a. 3241991 a. 39316 Sup. Ct. Order N®¥6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv  UNit of which the person removed was aficef.
(1997);1997 a. 271999 a. 9 (c) In the case obfficers of joint county institutions, in the
office of the county clerk of the county wherefre buildings of
such institution are located.

(8) Removalsrom office for cause shall be by order certi
fied copy of which, together with a complete transcript of the-testi
mony and proceedingat the hearing and a statement of the cause
or causes for which removal is made, shall be filed by the remov
ing power as follows:

(a) In the case of a statdficer, in the ofice of the secretary

17.16 Removals; definition; procedure; disqualifica -

tion. (1) Removals from dice at pleasure shalle made by
order a copy of which shall be filed as provided by si@, (9) In the case of procedure for removals by the goveatior

exceptthat a copy of the order of removal of a cour‘[_commissiont%?‘|Dens'3‘5-""cu”e‘cji Snallll Ee paid dutpotr; vouchers_dgly certifi%d (lin
or family courtcommissioner shall be filed in thefiog of the ini%%vgrzr%or| r??hesc ;se oef;?c?cegureef c?rpr%rr%%r\glfgyp;c:w\g oether
clerk of the circuit court. - £V
“ " s i stateofficer or body such expenseshall be paid out of the appro

(2) Theword "cause,” as usad this chapterunless qualified, priationto the oficer or body invested with power to remove.
][neansnemc;fgncy neglect of dutyofficial misconduct or mal caseof procedure for removals by otheffioérs or bodies, the
ea(s;)m;znm%\:gfs'from office for cause under this chaptexcept expenseshereof shall be paid by the unit of government of which
asprovided in s17.14 shall be made as provided in this sectio theperson against whom clgas are preferred was amicér. But

X Ly W the removing powefinds that the complaint was wilful and
andmay be made only upon written verified aj@s brought by 1 ,jiciousand without probable causé such expenses shall be
aresidentaxpayer of the governmental unit of which the pers

againstwhomthe chages are filed is an fier, and after a speedy ; idby theperso_n who preferred the cges and may be collected

. ; ; . ' . in an action against the person or on the bond furnished by the per
public hearing at whiclthe oficer shall have full opportunity to son
be heard to present a defense against thegekapersonally and ; . S
by counsel. A copyf the chages and written notice of the time_ (10) A person lawfully removed from fae shall be ineligible
andplace for the hearing shall be given thiicef by the removing to appointment or election to fill the vacancy caused by such
powerby delivery to the dicer in person or by mailing the samereémoval.
to the oficer at the dfcer’s last and usual postfioke address not (1;§§‘)°ry- 1989 a. 1221991a. 316 Sup. Ct. Order Nd6-0§ 207 Ws. 2d xv
lessthan 10 days prior to the he?””g- Thicef may within 10 ™ Tpecommon councit removal of an employee statutorily entittedhe position
daysfrom service of the chges filewith the removing power a deprivesthe employee of both liberty and property; thereferaployee is entitied
verified answer thereto. The hearing shiadl conducted and to full due—process protectionldermen who initiated removal proceedings were
investigationmade by the removing power with due dispatch, bf! fnerety &qugl'g?gffg",]%gﬁ"&‘g“dmator& State exrel. Del.@ammon
. ' uncil, . .
In case of Ch@es b!’OUght before the governtl!Te governor may  “expenses’under sub. (9) relates solely to expenses inclyeithe “removing
appointa commissioner to conduct the hearlng, make the inveswer”, not by the person bringing written chas. In Matter of Petition to Remove
tigationand report the testimony and proceedings to the goyerrf§mPs.118 Wis. 2d 482347 N.wzd 91L (Ct. App. 1984).
andthe council of any city havingmembership of more than 20 Removalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by the

) . . Ny ‘pard. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removampermissibly
in case of chges brought before it, may appoint a committee @ircumventshat procedure.” 66 Atten. 148.
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17.17 Notice of vacancies. Notice of vacancies occurring fies, but if no such election is held, the person so appostiat
otherwisethan by resignation shall be given forthwith as followshold office for the residue of the unexpired term.

(1) SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. In the ofice of History: 1977 c. 1871979 c. 271985 a304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 311991 a.
United States senator or member of congress from this state, by
thecounty clerk of the county wherein sucfiicér resided atthe 17 50 vacancies in appointive state offices: how filled:

time of election, to the elections board. _ ~ terms. (1) GENERAL. Vacancies in appointive statdioés shall

(3) VACANCIESBY JUDGMENTS. In any ofice occurring by vif  pe filled by appointment by the appointing power and in the man
tue of a judgmentf a court of this state convicting the incumbenter prescribed by law for making regular full teappointments
of and sentencing the incumbent for treason, felony or other crifAgreto,and appointees to fillacancies therein shall holdfioe
of whatsoever nature punishable ibyprisonment in any jail or for the residue of the unexpired term drno definite term of
prisonfor one year or more, or convicting the incumbent of ansifice is fixed by law until their successorsire appointed and
sentencinghe incumbent for any fense involving a violation of qualify.
theincumbents oficial oath; or declaring the election or appeint (2) INTERIM VACANCIES; TERMS. (@) \Acancies occurring in the
mentof any oficer to be void o[ha.t the o‘ic_e of any oficer has  gfice of any oficer normally nominated by the governand
beenforfeited, or become vacant; adjudging any dicer to be it the advice and conseft the senate appointed, may be filled
insane by the clerkof such court to the fifer or body authorized 1 4 provisional appointment by the goverfarthe residue of the
to fill such vacancies, or if such.vacanues are requw.ed to be fil xpiredterm, if any subject to confirmation by the senate. Any
only by election, then to the fifer authorized to give notice gychappointment shall be in full force until acted upon by the sen
thereof. ate,and when confirmed by the senatwll continue for the resi

(4) JusTices AND JuDGES. In the ofice of justice of the dueof the unexpired term, if angr untila successor is chosen and
supremecourt, court of appeals judge or judge of a circaitrt, qualifies. A provisional appointee may exercise all of the powers
by the director of state courts to the governor and the electieisiduties of the dice to whichsuch person is appointed during
board. thetime in which the appointee qualifies. Any appointment made

(5) OTHERVACANCIES. In city, village, town or school district underthis paragraph whicis withdrawn or rejected by the senate
offices, other than those of which notice is required by @by shalllapse. When a provisional appointment lapses, a vacancy
theclerk or in the clerls absence by the treasutieereof, and in occurs. Whenever a new legislature isganized, anyappoint
state,county and other ties other than those wihich notice is mentsthen pending before the senate shall be reféxyeie presi
requiredby sub(3), by the county clerk of the county wherein thélentto the appropriate standing committee of the nevgpiized
officer resided at the time of election or appointment, or in ttggnate.
clerk’s absence by the shédrifo the oficer or body authorized to  (b) A vacancy occurring in the membership of the professional
fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filstdndardscouncil for teachers may be filled by a provisional
only by election, then to the fafer authorized to give notice appointmenby the state superintendent of public instruction for
thereof. the residue of thenexpired term, if anysubject to confirmation

History: 1973 c. 334.57,1977 c. 187449 Sup. Ct. Orde88 Ws. 2d xiii (1979); by thesenate. Any such appointment shall be in full force until
1991a. 316 actedupon by the senate, and wheanfirmed by the senate shall
continuefor the residue of the unexpired term, if aay until a
successois chosen and qualifies. A provisional appointee may
exerciseall of the powers and duties of théiaé# to which the per
€6nis appointed during the timie which the appointee qualifies.
Any appointment made under this paragraph that is withdeawn
rejectedby the senate shall lapse. When a provisiapaloint
mentlapsesa vacancy occurs. Whenever a new legislature is
organizedany appointments then pending before the senate shall

17.19 Vacancies, elective state offices; how filled. . . - .
Ve > . - . bereferred by the president to the appropriate standing committee
Vacanciedn elective state @ites shall be filled as follows: of the newly oganized senate.

(1) MemMBERSOFLEGISLATURE. In the ofice of state senator or History: 1973 c. 241977 c. 29%.1649 1977 c. 4181997 a. 298
representative to the assemlily election, as provided in&50, Provisionalappointees under sub. (2) need not be confirmed by the senate before
for the residue of the unexpired term. In addition, an anticipatgy can begin to serve. 69 Atigen. 136. ) i
vacancyin the ofice of state senator or representative to th%m?ys%w:rgezn;azy not fill a vacancy thaill not occur during that senate session.
assemblymay be filled as provided in 8.50 (4) (e) T

(2) JubiciaL.  In the ofice of justice of the supreme court,17.21 Vacancies in elective county offices; how filled;
courtof appeals judge or circuit judge, by temporary appointmetarm. Vacancies in electiveounty ofices shall be filled in the
by the governarwhich shall continue until a successoeliscted, mannerand for terms as follows:
asprovided in s8.50 (4) (f) and qualifies. When so elected the (1) SHERIFF, CORONER, REGISTEROF DEEDS. In the ofice of
successoshall hold th_e dice for a fpll term and shall takefife sheriff, coroner or register of deeds, by appointment by the gover
on August 1 succeeding the election. nor for the residue of the unexpired term.

(3) PRESIDENTIALELECTORS. In the ofice of presidential elec  (3) CounTy cLERK, TREASURERAND SURVEYOR. In the ofice
tor, by the remaininglectors present in the manner prescribed by county clerk, treasurer or surveydry appointment byhe

17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in
congress; how filled. Vacancies in the fi€e of U.S. senator
or representative in congress from this state shall be filled by el
tion, as provided in 8.50 (4) (b) for the residue of the unexpired
term.

History: 1977 c. 221979 c. 2601983 a. 4841985 a. 304

S.7.75 . . countyboard for the residue of the unexpired term.
(3m) Governor. In the ofice of governorby the lieutenant  (4m) CLerk oF courr. In the ofice of clerk of circuit court,
governor. by appointment of the judge, or by a majority of the judgeh®f

(3s) DisTRICTATTORNEY. In the ofice of district attorneyby  circuit court for the countyfor the residue of the unexpirésrm
appointmenof the governor for the residue of the unexpired terwf the clerk.
anduntil a successor is elected and qualified. (5) SUPERVISORSPOPULOUSCOUNTIES. In the ofice of county

(4) OTHERELECTIVE STATE OFFICERS. In the ofice of secretary supervisorof counties having a population of at least 500,000,
of state,treasurerattorney general or state superintendent, taccordingto the last U.S. census, by electfonthe residue of the
appointmenty the governgrand a person so appointed shall holdnexpiredterm on the first tiesday of April next after the vacancy
office until a successor is elected, as provided@¥5§) and quali  happensijn case it happens no later than December 1 preceding
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thefirst Tuesday in April, but ithe vacancy happens after Deeemto fill a vacancy in such fite may be held at the time of holding
ber 1 preceding the firstdesday in April, then sucbuccessor theregular election for that fi€e.

shallbe elected on the firsti€sday of April of the next ensuing  (b) In 1st class cities, in thefie of mayor except as provided
year;but no election to fill a vacancy in thefioe may be heldit iy s.9.10 the vacancghall be filled by the president of the com
thetime of holding the regular election for sucfiaef. In addition mon council as acting mayor until a special election can be held
to the elections required under this subsection, the county-exegHderthis paragraph. In such case, the acting mayor may continue
tive may order a special electitmbe held under 8.50to fill the  to serve apresident of the common council, in addition to exer
vacancy. If an assembly district in the county is altered by legislgjsing the powers and responsibilities of théiaaf of mayor until
tive redistricting efective prior to the end of an existing supervisychtime as a new mayor is elected and qualified, but the acting
sorterm and a vacandyappens, the person elected to fill thagayormaynot take part in any vote of the common council during
vacancyfor the residue of the unexpiréefm shall be an elector that period. In the dice of alderperson, by specialection,
of the assembly district as it existed prior to redistricting. exceptas provided in s9.10 When a mayor isemporarily

(6) APPOINTMENTSHOW REPORTED. For theinformation of all appointedthe common council shall order a special election for
concernedappointments by the governor under gidbshallbe the ofice of mayor under s8.50as promptly as possible, unless
reported by the appointingfider to the countylerk. Appoint thevacancy occurs within 12fays of the expiration of the may
mentsof the county board undsub.(3) shall be reported by the or’s term of ofice. When an aldermanic seat becomes vacant, a
countyclerk to the secretary of state. Appointments of clerks sficcessoshall be elected for the residue of the unexpired term on
court by a judge of the circuit court under s§dm) shall be thefirst Tuesday of April or the Jesday after théirst Monday in
reportedto the county clerk and to the secretary of state. Novembemext after the vacancy happens, in case it happens no

History: 1973 c. 581977 c. 4491979 c. 175%s.4,53, 1979 ¢. 2601989 a. 31 |ater than December 1 or June 1 preceding that dayif the

1995a. 16s.2. .
Cross—references:See s59.10 (3) (efor method of filling vacancies on county vacancyhappens after December Llome 1 pr_ecedmg that day
boards. thenthe successor shall be electedthe following first Tiesday
in April or Tuesday after the first Monday in November; but no
17.22 Vacancies in appointive county offices; how electionto fill a vacancy in such fife may be held at the time of

filled. (1) Vacancies in any appointive countyficé shall be holding the regular election for thafiio. In addition, the presi
filled by appointment for the residuetbi unexpired term by the dentof the common council of any 1st class city may order a spe
appointingpower and in the manner prescribeday for making cial election to be held under&50to fill a vacant aldermanic seat
regularfull term appointmentthereto; but the term of any persorprior to the time when that seat is required to be filled under this
appointedby the county board to fill a vacancy in théicef of paragraph.If a special election is held under this paragraph after
countyhighway commissioner shall terminate the first Monday @f redistricting plan is adopted, the election shall be held in the
Januaryof the second year next succeeding the appointment. Altlermanicdistrict as it existed when thefiok wasfilled at the
appointmentssubject to confirmation by the county board, madest preceding election.
while the board is not in session, shalldmted upon by said board  (bm) In the ofice of municipal judge, in the manner provided
atits meeting next following such appointment. in s.8.50 (4) (fm)

(2) Vacanciesn the ofices of oficers appointed by the county  (c) In the ofice of any other elective fi¢er, and except as pro
board,OCCUrnng when the board is not in session, shall be fl”%edm s.9.10, by appointment bthe mayor subject to confirma
in manner and for terms as follows: tion by the council, except that in caskevacancies in the fie

(b) In the ofice of the county highway commissiondry of any such dicer of a city of the first class who is authorized by
appointment by the county highway committee. A person faw to have a deputguch deputy shall perform the duties of such
appointedshallhold ofice until the first Monday of January nextoffice, and shalbe entitled to the emoluments of sucficef dur
succeedingdhe persors appointment, and the persesuccessor ing the remainder of the term. A person so appointed and con
shallbe appointed by the county board at its first regular meetifigned shall hold ofice until asuccessor is elected and qualifies.
next succeeding such appointment astall take dfce on the The successor shall be elected as provided in(pgar
Tuesdayfollowing the first Monday of January next succeeding (d) In appointive dfces, by appointmerfor the residue of the
andshall hold dfice for term as prescribed in suf). unexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the mannek pre

(d) In the ofice of any other dicer appointed by the county scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto.
board,by temporary appointment by the chairperson of the county (2) CommissionForm. Vacancies in dices of cities operating

board. A person so appointed shall holdic# until a successor ynderthe commission form of government shall be filled as fol
is appointed and qualifies, and the successor shall be appointeghf)s:

the county board for the residue of the unexpired term at its-meet (@) 1. In the diice of mayor or other member of the council,
ing next after such vacancy occurred.

History: 1983 a. 1921991 a, 316 exceptas prqvided in 9.10 in the manner provided.in SL.{ll)

Termsand vacancies in appointigeunty ofices are discussed.3 Atty. Gen. 99 (a) In the ofice of m_un|C|paI JUdge' 'n_the mannpwowded _'n S.
8.50(4) (fm). On failure of the council to make an appointment

17.23 Vacancies in city offices; how filled. (1) GeneraL Undersub.(1) (a)for 30 days after theacancy exists the city ergi
AND SPECIALCHARTERCITIES. Vacancies in dices ofcitiesoperat  neershall be a temporary acting membéthe council until such
ing under the general law or special charter shatllled as fob ~ vacancyisfilled in the manner provided by laand shall have all
lows: the powers, prerogatives anhiltlgs of the vacantfige except thg
(a) In cities of the 2nd, 3rd dith class, in the fike of mayor right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fafe of mayor or council

exceptas provided in $9.10, by appointment by the commonmember' ) o . .

council. In the ofice of alderperson, by the common council, 2. When 2vacancies exist in the council the city clerk shall
exceptas provided in €9.10 A person so appointed shall holdbe a temporary acting member of the council until the vacancies
office until a successor is elected and qualified. A successor sRéf filled in the manner provided by lawnd shall have all the

be elected for theesidue of the unexpired term on the firge$- Powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacarficefexcept the
day of April next after the vacancy happens, in case it happens'ight to vote to fill a vacancy in the fade of mayor or council
laterthan December 1 preceding the firse$day in April, but if member.

thevacancy happerater December 1 preceding the firseEday 3. When 3 vacancies exist in the council the city treasurer
in April and before that dathen the successor shall be elected @hallbe a temporary acting member of the council untiviean

the first Tuesdayin April of the next ensuing year; but no electiorties are filled in the manner provided by Jand shall have all the
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powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacariicef except the appointmentby the town board, except as provided ir8ss0 (4)
right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fide of mayor or council (fm) and9.10and except for vacancies caused by removal by the
member. judge of the circuit court which latteracancy shall be filled by

4. When 2 or more vacancies exist in the council 6 monthsthatjudge. Personsppointed under this subsection to fill vacan
more prior to the first Tesday of Aprilof any year a special elec ciesshall hold dfice for the residue of thenexpired term, except
tion to fill the vacancy for the residue thie unexpired term of each personsappointed to fill vacancies as memberstaf water or
suchvacancy shall beeld and conducted, and the returns theretight commission, which persons shall hol@icg only untiltheir
madein the manner and within the time required indhse of reg successorare elected and qualify and such successors shall be
ular municipal elections, and the city clerk shall call and giv&lectedatthe annual town meeting next after the vacancy occurs
notice of such special election as provided by law withirda@s if the vacancy occurs 12 days or more prior to the meeting: other
of the date when such vacancies exist. wise at the annual town meeting held in the year sagteeding;

5. While serving asemporary members of the council the citPPUt N0 election to fill a vacancy in thefiob may be held at théme
engineercity clerkand city treasurer shall not be entitled to hav@f holding the regular election for thefioe.
or receive any compensation for such temporary service. (2) In appointive diices, by appointment for the residue of the
6. The powers, prerogativesnd duties conferred on suchune_xplredterm by the_appomtlng power and in the manner pre
temporaryacting members of the council shall be in addition to aicribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto,

thoseotherwise vested by laim such city enginegcity clerk and €xceptvacancies caused bgmovals by the judge of the circuit
city treasurer courtwhich shall be filled fothe residue of the unexpired term by

said judge.

7. ltis hereby declared to be the purpose and intention of tﬂ?gismry_ 1077 . 305403 447, 1985 a. 304

paragraph to permit the city enginegty clerk and city treasurer
to have and perform the powers and duties herein provided as t
poraryacting members of the council, in addition to the regul
powersand duties of their respectivefioés and notwithstanding f
any other contrary provision of the law

.26 Vacancies in school boards; how filled. Exceptas
rovidedin s.9.10, vacancies in a school board shall be fiked
ollows:

: - : (1) In a common, union high or unified school districy,
ope?éti-rl;glljiggrrig(riipgsfg%IJL %[éply only to citieganized and appointmentby the remaining members. Each appointee shall
T ' . . hold office until a successor is elected and takésetinder s.

(c) Inappointive diices, by appointment for the residue of the 50 06(4) or 120.42 (2) When a vacancy occurs in théiad of
unexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner pre, poard member who is in the last year of his ortéxen, or when
scribedby law for making regular full term appointment thereto, yacancy occurs after the spring election but on or before the last
a3n o0 A dante0n ¥ g 1979 . 2003551983 a. 481985 2. 135304 Tesdayin November in the dite of a board member who is not

in the last year of his or her term, the successor shall be elected at
17.24 Vacancies in village offices. (1) Except as provided the next spring election. When a vacancy occurs after the last
in 5.9.1Q a vacancy in any elective villagdioé may be filled by Tuesdayin November and on or before the date of the srihg
appointmenby a majority of the membeds the Vi"age board for e|eC_tI0n in the dice of aboard member who is not in the last year
the residue of the unexpired term or until a special electibelt _of his or her term, the successor shall be elected at the 2nd-follow
unders. 8.50 (4) (fm)or sub.(2). A vacancy in arappointive iNg spring election.
office shall be filled in the same mannerths original appoint (2) In a 1st class city school district, by special election as pro
ment. videdunder s119.08 (4)

(2) Exceptas provided in $8.50 (4)(fm), a vacancy in any  (3) Any person selected under s{b), upon being notified of
electiveoffice in a village may be filled by special election of dis or her selection, shall be deemed to heaeepted the selection
successofor the residue of the unexpired term on the fitg@S§  unlesswithin 5 days after notification he or she files with the clerk
day of April next after the vacancy happens, if it happens no lat@rdirector a written refusal to serve.
thanDecember 1 preceding the firstésday in April, butif the  (4) In boards where the first annual meeting of the district has

vacancyhappens after December 1 preceding the fisss@iay of fajled to elect school board members, by appointment by the state
April, then the successor shiaé elected on the firsti€sday of superintendenof public instruction.

April of the next ensuing year; but no election to fill a vacancy inHistory: 1973 c. 1441975 c. 138.37: 1975 c. 2001977 c. 384403 427, 445

the office may be held at the time of holding the regular electid79¢c. 32 1979 c. 266:5.82, 93n 1979 c. 3011981 c. 287340, 1985 a. 2251995

for the ofice. a.16s.2; 1995 a. 256.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27

History: 1977 c. 305403 447, 1979 c. 2601985 a. 3041995 a. 16.2. . ) )
17.27 Vacancies in other offices; how filled. (1) JoinT

17.245 New city, village or town office, filling. ~ Whenever COUNTY INSTITUTIONS. Vacancies in the bte of any member of
anelective ofice is created in a cityillage or town pursuant to the governingbody of a joint county hospital or sanatorium or
law or ordinance, the fie shall not be deemed vacant until it hagtherjoint county institution, or in the fife of any other dicer

first been filled by the electorate, except that if a, aityage or  Of @ joint county institutionshall be filled by appointment by the
town enacts an ordinance or bylaw creating a municipal co@®pointingpower and in the manner prescribeddy for making
unders.755.01before the December 1 preceding the spring ele@gularfull term appointments thereto. A vacancy in tifecefof
tion the ofice of municipal judge for that court shall be considere@ny such oficer appointed by the county board, occurring while
vacantand a temporary appointment may be made by thevitity theboard is not in session, shall be filled by appointment by the

lage or town governing body pending the election ofitiigal ~ chairpersorof the county board; the person appointed hoffiseof
electedoccupant of the (ite. until a successor is appointed for the residue of the unexpired term

History: 1977 c. 256447; 1993 a. 101995 a. 165.2. by the county board at its first regular meeting held next after the
vacancyoccurs and the successor qualifies.
17.25 Vacancies in town offices; how filled. Vacancies  (1m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Vacancies in
in town ofices shall be filled as follows: theoffice of any directly elected member of a metropolitan sewer
(1) In the townboard, by the remaining supervisors and thegecommission under 200.09 (1) (am)shall be filled by tem
town clerk, except as provided in 8.10 and except when the porary appointment othe governor until a successor is elected
vacancyis caused by removal by the circuit judge as proviled and qualified. A successor shall be elected in the manner pre
law, which latter vacancy shall be filled by appointment by thacribedfor filling vacanciesn elective city diices under s17.23
judge. Vacancies in other elective towrfioés shall be filled by (1) (a).
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(1n) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHEDCOMMISSION. If a  law of the oficer in whose stead thefinkr is elected or appointed.
vacancyoccurs in the dite of any appointed commissioner of theAn officer whois elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an-elec
DaneCounty lakes and watershed commission, the county exetiue office shall enter upon the duties of his or héicefimmedi
tive of Dane County shall appoint a member who meets the apgliely upon qualification and, if elected, upoartification of the
cablerequirements under 383.44 (1) (c}o (g). electionresult, and shall hold fi¢e for the residue of the unex

(1r) Fox-WINNEBAGO REGIONAL MANAGEMENT comMission. pired term unlessremoved. or recalled in apcordance wi.th law
If a vacancy occurs in the position of any appointed member of €¥¢eptthat an dicer who is appointed to fill a vacancy in the
Fox-Winnebago regional management commission, th@ffice of sherif, coronerregister of deeds diistrict attorney shall
appointing authority shallfill the position with a person who hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified,
meetsthe applicable requirements unde88.94 (3) unlessremoved or recalled in accordance with.lasn officer

(3) TECHNICAL COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD. Vacancies in the WhO is appointed tdill a vacancy in an appointivefiok shall

himf technical coll istrict hall be fille@nterupon the duties of his or hefio immediately upon qualii
miweb;fgnlnrgr ?)rr]gsgr(i:bgtljcﬁ] g'ggiggr‘r&;ggrd shall be fi e(gatlonand shall hold dice for the residue ahe unexpired term,

(3M) FaMiLy CAREDISTRICTBOARD. If a vacancy occurs in the if any anduntil his or her successor is appointed and qualifies
: Yy unlessremoved in accordance with law

positionof any appointednember of a family care district board, History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 391
the appointing authority shall appoint to serve for the resafue ' '
the unexpired terma person who meets the applicable requird7.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.  Notwithstand
mentsunder s46.2895 (3) (h) ing any other provision of lawif a vacancy in an electiveffe
(4) ANy oTHERVACANCY. In case of a vacancy in anyiof in ~ occursas a result of expiration dfie term of an incumbent and a

the state where no other provision is mddefilling the same, it successohas not been determined due to the pendency of a
shall be filled by appointment by the governor recountor an appeal from a recount determination, no election or

History: 1977 c. 291979 c. 2211983 a.192 1989 a. 3241991 a. 391993 a.  Special election may be ordered or held to fill tkemporary
399, Sup. Ct. Order N¥6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv (1997)1999 a. 91999 a150s.672  yacancy. If the law provides for the vacancy to be temporarily

. . . filled by appointment, the appointee shall serve until a successor
17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions. qualifieys. PP PP

Unless otherwisedirected under s19.36 (7) no appointing  history: 1983 a. 484
authorityor individual acting on behalf of an appointiagthority
may withhold from inspection or copying underl€.35 (1)any 17.29 Effect of chapter. The provisions of this chapter
recordof the name or address of an applicant for appointteentsupersedell contrary provisions in either the general law or in
fill a vacancy in an electivefie. specialacts, except ch. relating to election éiters appointed for

History: 1987 a. 3921991 a. 269 the electionwards or polling places in the state anddhrelating

) ) ] to themilitary staf of the governor and to fiders of the Viscon-

17.28 When officers may hold office. When no diferent  sin national guard; and shall govern alicés whether created by

provisionis made in respect thereto, anfiagfr who is elected or generallaw or special act, unless otherwise specially provided.
appointedo fill a vacancy shall qualify in the manner required by History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2)
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